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Press Release

Union Minister Suresh Prabhu opens MPEDA Multi-species aquaculture

complex at Vallarpadam.

Kochi, Dec 8: Kerala must host an international summit on fishing for the
crucial sector to make a steady development in the coastal state, Hon’ble Union

Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu said today.

The Centre will provide all the support for such a summit that can feature
experts from countries like Korea and Japan that are major consumers of
India’s marine food, he said after inaugurating a pioneering multispecies
aquaculture complex built by the Marine Products Export Development
Authority (MPEDA) in Vallarpadom island. The Rs 7.26-crore state-of-the-art
facility in 9 acres of land facilitates production of marine food from disease-free

breeds, featuring a hatchery for black tiger shrimp and six nurseries.

Noting that value-added products will play an increasingly decisive role in the
growth of the fishing sector, Shri Prabhu said India was aiming at a 60-million-
dollar turnover of Agricultural exports in the next five years. He called upon
fish farmers to eye international market and fulfil international business

parameters.

The minister exhorted fish farmers to rely majorly on sustainable technology,
adding that MPEDA will offer help on this front. “India’s fishing sector is facing
multiple problems, also owing to climate change. That gives fresh vitality to

aquaculture using inland water-bodies,” he added.
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Minister emphasized that export should be the ultimate aim of each aqua
farmer and they should ensure that the aquaculture produce are sustainable
and meets the export quality norms. MPEDA will offer all kinds of assistance in

this direction, he added.

Shri Prabhu later distributed fingerlings raised at the MPEDA aquaculture

complex to farmers and deposited a fresh bunch of fingerlings at its hatchery.

The new MPEDA project will cater to the demand from the aquaculture farmers
in Kerala as well as the neighbouring states. Its highlight is a hatchery for
black tiger shrimp and six nurseries for Mud crab and 4 varieties of fin fishes
namely Seabass, Cobia, Silver Pompano and GIFT (Genetically improved
Farmed Tilapia). The hatchery has an annual production capacity of 20 Million
post-larval Black Tiger shrimp, and the nurseries can produce 16.5 lakh
fingerlings of fin fishes and 0.5 lakh crablets which will help the farmers to

diversify and scale up the aquaculture production.

The hatchery has a quarantine facility and an effluent treatment system as per
biosecurity norms. The nurseries meant for diversified fish/shellfish species
are ponds lined with high density polythene and provided with necessary

biosecurity protocols.

The facility’s proximity to the international airport is an added advantage,
ensuring faster transportation of seeds. The Vallarpadom facility can become a
model for the establishment of similar facilities in other parts of the country

especially in the Konkan region and parts of Maharashtra.

Smt J. Mercykuty Amma, Hon’ble Kerala Minister for Fisheries, Harbour
Engineering and Cashew Industry, said the MPEDA complex will boost Kerala’s

fishing sector. “As much as 57 per cent of the country’s fish production comes
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from aquaculture, but this is much less in Kerala,” she added, presiding over
the function. Aquaculture in the state should focus more on inland water-

bodies, Smt Mercykutty Amma added, supporting Shri Prabhu’s view.

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Hon’ble MP, expressed the concern on dwindling catches
from the marine sector and hoped that MPEDA’s new facility at Vallarpadam

will help to compensate the gap in fish production through aquaculture.

The other speakers were Shri S. Sarma, Hon’ble MLA, Dr A. Jayathilak former
chairman MPEDA and Secretary Kerala Port Department, MPEDA Chairman
Shri K.S. Srinivas IAS who is the President of RGCA, and MPEDA Secretary

Shri B. Sreekumar.

The Union Minister also inaugurated MPEDA'’s signature stall that will function

from the authority’s headquarters in Ernakulam.

The MPEDA’s signature stall, named ‘Seafood India’, is a 1700-sq ft facility in
Panampilly Nagar, selling and displaying value-added marine products of
exporters, besides exhibiting products developed by prominent fisheries
research institutions such as CMFRI, CIFT and NIFPHATT. It also has
literature narrating the activities of MPEDA and its societies such as NETFISH,
RGCA and NaCSA. Enabled with information kiosks to browse the details
about each product displayed in the stall, the stall provides information
ranging from its production, processing, cooking and nutritional content also,

making it a ‘must visit’ spot in the city.

ENDS
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OH0a]l: 2ONYERa1ILIWES AVMAIE AlGBIVMODTIM EHOSOBIC3 B0} @PANOOI(Y TVEIASB
Mo ailglay) G21BHHEMOAIT) GH(BAIMIR-GAIOAWIM Qldh)a] AN (V01 MVY)EOH (alB)
alO6m). DIMIAUWIAOW of)2I0 MVaOIWAR0 EBH(BIVABHHIG MBIHIOAMMo @OEGZa00 QIO
IBOMo 21T} OHVajl AILIGISODY 7.26 GHIS] Bal alelail MIBana] MVE}EBIGAL
an 5P @RE®IOIGIWIOs(ag)o.afl.en.all.ag)) auWdgITSalleHIMS GRG:IHWE2)E HAVWAE ©
3PLI0SMo 6219 &HWOV0)IM) @REGa0o.

el dWl®m 9@ alMeeBzs6m BoallMes (al®laueoan ®@ldlajolal Denzo@emen
am (0] VYEOAH (alB) AlOT). @RS)O® @RERI QAUBNHOBIMBSIG3 BHOBAHICHOT) AlMER6) |
e1dloal HOQA® 60 enilelyend GALIB0IHN)GHWOEM GHBIVABHNICIHM Lld:Hyo. Ra oM,
00010 M@EINW EORYBBSIG AN WVIOL! TVAEBIG)aIINEBBUHEE) @1)QIUD BB
@oem. @Ailes MIIMBS AMIRY MVOALIHOD DUBE SO CHOBOIIGE QIEMIR-MmI
GHHald Moo Allglonoanm@oe). GR@IMOIWVS] af)Lld MVa0IWAIjo EH(BIVAHHIG ME3
0. HOQOD] GRRILI, HOaHHB @565l af)ald caaIeIvlenssao)@W)o all3diw muoneal
@®IM @RYUVAIMIAWo MSTMIM TVOWILN)OAAN)o BREGAN0 AlOEIIN).

ORYOOD AOTVLENITMWM GAGIE! HAN NIAOIMAINOW (alWOMEBOS @REIM6 1601
HOYHWIEM. HILIDAITLA0 AUI@IWIMo Melo aBQaNAWldo &latel GMAIS)IMN®@ qVRY(3
OOl AENLIVMUGTIMOEM. DD TVIa0210iOWIG3 HUBMISM RLIDNVEBBSILNHSW)BS O
Oy Y aH1B6) aBO0 (AIOWOMYM)6NE.

HOQOD] RIGHY0 Olaf) HHENBIHEMO BIGVI HBGaHBHM0 DONVY B aHIHW HOGEM
MBOMM AN AlO6). @R@IMOW] oem)ggm(aﬂ MOMBEMWEEBUY aldrilendM &HBaUHA (U0
AUlHn6mo. ATV eHIV1G3 qVITLAlEAIW MVIEH:E: QIl3Y al)@EMAOW)o OalGWIU]
H66Mo. MGIMOT] af)2I0 MVa0dWAo af)o.all.ed.Al.af) GHBaUMBHH MGEH)OAI o AN al
O610T).
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alSlow eailes Mmlan)jo MEIEOM)SEBBIIN).

OIVAZOIOAI 20 BUoRIGHO GUOHUIW)BS 006 2|EATM AlOMTBAIOBM GH(BAVET) of
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eMR0WI0)aN 500622 IM &y eHlW)OS al)Mo)2R1AIMAle OGIENOS af)o. ail. 0. AWl of)
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M}OSHHUIDROW (lAUBGGDMo MSOMMD@IMOAUWIR0W Aildha] HI00OHOHAZM MVoAlWO
manoe aellmkel ME@»em Tuoallwomanoe mailes 80)EelWlg)emMs. HORAUNVIOEGHDBHOAI
U0§00© af)2I0 MOMBEMDEEBSE)0 aldeilaoem) G:BEBBSHHNBBAIWOS MIGAAIMo MSOTIW
.

quyaudlo ATV eUlHEs Qo MSTUAIVIGBB® EOINOasI®RWIG8s8 2108 &)
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ODHOBD:EM (2 IGBUASHOHNBB CORYOWIOM ailailw oMEBEIT we®m ololulenss ag
OG0B3 @RYOElHNMDIM AULIHWOO)EN)0. OV afl BRANODI (oY AlROMTMINIB0 @RS)
OOBBGIMOG DD GHBOWIG3 O aldGla eI AGILHNETMEBOS DO TVOTLOIM
aBglenss ailalemm GH(BEBSI03 AUSOHO GAUWO af) AMIBHIMB TVOWlH)o.

DO} L aHIDNG3 TVIWoalD}0aIM@VOLIGMOINB MVoMLAIMOTIMOAIUD MBSV (@ W)o
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@)0QI06M. OUBMISME RLIDVIWEBBHB DOV Y aHHE @BPM)EWORLAOEN G UGl AEONVLOOC
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#90S.
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